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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"= Letters are printed ckiefly th be L | 
diſtributed among the Jews; and if 2 

| there ſhould appear to be any proſpect 5 * 

3 their anſwering the end for which they . 

| were compoled,: they will be tranſlated into 3 
Hebrew, for the uſe of learned Jews in al! 
parts of the world, to engage them, if poſ- FN 


| bo 88 in an a amicable diſcuſſion of the . 1 = 
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word Chr, in this work, is uſed only as a * 
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Aae. thoug h Ut; Was originally nothing bo 
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e as 1 e of Met Jew s 


nation, and the Conſe Lf their ger ö 
: z againſt Chr iftianity, 


ILDREN 23 the Kock of Abraham, 
A and heirs of the ſure promiſes of God. 
Bear, 1 intreat you, with the ſerious. addreſs 
of a chriſtian; who” revetences your nation, 
Ba believer in the Future glory of it, an 
is a worſhipper of the God of your fathers, 
without admitting any other to ſhare in the 
— rights of divinity with him. by N 

1 I admire your perſevering fach in the 
| promiſes of God, eee che moſt 


= * * r K $ 
bl | V diſcouraging appearances. In this you 
| } 8 | thew yourſelves to be the worthy . ſons | 
pl the great patriarch from whom you are 
ddeſcended. You have ſuffered more than 
any other nation under heaven, but you 
juſtly believe it is no more than was fore- 
told by your great prophet Moſes, and what 
you have brought upon yourſelves. And, 
believing in the equity of the divine pro- 
ceedings, and the veracity of that God | 
who has diſtinguiſhed you, as bis peculiar. | 
” people, you cannot entertain a doubt, but 
that whenever the cauſe of his diſpleaſure is 
removed, he will turn from his fierce anger, 
and remember the covenant which he made 
; with your.fathery, to be a Cod to; them, ad | 
to their feed after them, He will make a. 
full end of all other nations, that ⸗nhall per- 
ſecute and oppreſs vou, but 3 be will 
never utterly deſtroy. - He will only correct 
vou in ee as we. 90: A , 
. Ali. 48. 1 | 
WE. : Your dillike of ebriſags, a 11. 0 
i RS: horrence of their laith, is not much to * 
i eee at, . pe. it is conſidered how . 
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TO THE JEWS. 1 
much you have ſuffered by their cruel op- 
preſſions, and how contrary their dotrines 
have been to the fundamental principles of 
your religion. You are the worſhippers of 
the one living and true God, ' But, beſides 
him, the generality of chriſtians! have paid 
divine honours te Jeſus Chriſt, and in a 
great meaſure alſo to thoſe dead men, whom 
they have called Sainzs; who were no mare 
the proper objects of worſhip than images 


of wood and -ſtane,. the work of men's 


hands. But at this day the cruel uſage you. 

| have met with from chriſtian nations is hap. _ 
pily much abated; . Chriſtians, in general, 
- and; eſpecially the more civilized among 

hem, ſafe diſpoſed, to treat yqu with equity 


© ap@humagiry; and if yau now make enquiry. — 


into their faith, you will find that many of 
© them Rave 7 as. abuſes A corrupe, 


Juſt FTF 
Jeſus Chriſt, 5 yas. of 3 your ag 
Vas a werſpipper of the ſame God win 
- yourſelves,. He taught his followers ta wor- 
op ths fame grout 0 and no 3 8 


1. E 'T T OY R 98 


ahd be regard him elf as their maſter, et as 
nothing more than the meſſenger and ſer= - 


vant of God, a prop het lite unto My ofes ; ; and 


| the apoſtle Peter calls him 4 man approv- 5 
«© ed of God, by miracles, and wonders,” 3 and A 


+ ſigns, which God did by him.” Acts ii 


22. This rational doctrine prevails 1 more and | 


more among chriſtians; and by reading the L 


Ne Teſtament you will eaſily ſatisfy” your- 


ſelves that there Bas been no more juſt rea- 5 5 
fon why ehri iſtians mould pay divine honours 5 
to Chriſt, than mrs anceſtors . to Wor- IT 


At 


"ip Mofes. oo ooh! 


For many ages your fathers were conti- Y 

_ nually relapfing into idolatry. But God, in 
=” the courſe of his | providence, has at m_ | 

„ 


entirely cured | you of the leaſt propen 
do it. In like manner, he thought proper 
to permit chriſtians to fall into fimilar ido- 


| Htrous' pradtiles, but he is now opening = 
their Jes, to ſhew them their abominations,. 


aid to bring them back to the -worſhip.of 
| kimfelf alone; that'with us, as: well as with 


you, God may be one, and bis name one. Zech. ox 
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To TRE jaws: 3. 
AS believe i in the ſame God with your- : 


DE wa] aud worſhip and ſerve him only; 1 fo 
I, with ſome other chriſtians, believe in the 


perpetual obligation of all the laws which 
M.oſes preſcribed | to your nation; and that 


circumciſion, - and other cuſtoms derived 


from your anceſtors, were intended to diſ- 


| tinguith you from all other nations, às the 


\ peculiar people of God, to the end of the world. 
1 Jeſus Chriſt expreſsly gad. Matt. v. Is 


that he came not to deſttoy the law or 


ö n the prophets, but to fulfik them; anc that y 
1 till heaven and earth paſs away, one jot or 


one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 


"2 law.“ The apoſtle Paul faith” that by _ 
 Kith'in the golpel, «© we do not brake void 
the law; but eſtabliſh it.“ Rom. iii. 31. 
1 Both Chriſt and his a 


oY there would: have 


0 les, being Jews, Bo 

d to all the rites of your _ 
CES engen add taught the ſame to all other 
Pp riſtian Jews, though they were authorized | 

not to enjoin the ſame obſervances on chriſ- 

tians of other nations. Had they done this, 
deen FEE to diſti in- 
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8 LIT T REAR S 
guiſh the poſterity of Abraham from the 


reſt of the world. ; 
Since, therefore, i hi ſt 


in the divine miſſion of Chriſt, as well as in 


F Moſes, and conſider his religion as 
deſigned to be a bleſſing. 40 the. ont. 5 


world as well as to y. 


The ſame God is the hs 8 of > 
us all, and he has given us equal powers of 
4 ſerving him, and being happy in his fa- 
vour. We are all equally the ſubjects f 
his moral government here; and are by na- 


ture equally capable of being heirs of im- 


mortality hereafter. Permit us, therefore, - 
twto claim the title of your brethren, while we 
acknowledge you. as, the elder branch of the 


Ie dd Bert envy you the prehemi · 
a * as, e A: 


i ns 

| Fe in the ſame one, living, and. true 
God, with yourſelves, it may be hoped that 
our mutual prejudices will in time abate, 
and that you will be prevailed upon to at- 
tend with calmneſs to the reaſons that may 
be laid before you, why you ſhould believe 


TO THE IE WS. 1 

If you conſider the tenor of all the pro- 
miſes of God to Abraham, and your great 
anceſtors, you will find that none of them 


reſpe& the favour of God in a future world, 


but only in this... And though you have had 


peculiar advantages for knowing and ſerving — 


ed, havifig more to anſwer for than other 


nations, you will certainly ſubject your- 
ſelves to à greater condemnation. As God 
has never ſpared your nation whenever you 

have ſinned, and revolted from him, but has 


always puniſhed you, even with more ſeve- 


; God; yet unleſs theſe be properly improv= 


h rity than he has done other nations, who 

Were leſs favoured by him in this world, the 
Fs ſame will, no doubt, be the caſe in the 
world to come. If the reſpect that God ; 
has for your anceſtors will exempt you from 
puniſhment hereafter, it "CONE: would 
| have done ſo here. | 
To you, as the poſterity of Aube £ | 
| Tang, and Jacob, God has protniſed the poſ=. 
ſelllon of the land of Canaan, But your 


7 


gleateſt and. moſt honourable diſtinction is | 


+? 


; 17 when all the ** of. the world was 


2] LETTERS 


fallen into idolatry, and the bing ind 
| horrid vices connected with it, God inſtruct- 


ed you in the true knowledge and pure 
_ worſhip of himſelf, ſo that by means of 
Jour nation, that moſt important doctrine 
of the divine unity, has, together with the 
eee of his worſhip, been preſerved in 
the word throngh, all, feen even, io this 


dv. 


4h 1 — hay. had. as t the Gale af the earth, and. 
by. the knowledge which has been diffuſed 
from you to other nations, it has been pre- 
ſeryed from univerſal gorruption, From : 
your nation God bas made choice of his 
prophets, by. whom he has. revealed his will, g 
not to .yourſelyes only, but to all his off. 
ſpring of mankind, By Jeſus Chriſt a 
his apoſtles, . who. _ all Jews, he has 


taught his will to the whole world, calling 


ppon all men every where. to repent (Acts 
Xii, 39: ) not that they may Mare in your - 
peculiar privileges. and honours. here, but, | 
that they; mak obtain immortal happineſs, 


Ul the ene POR Wa 


O THE JEWS _ „ 


At preſent your nation is under the cloud 
ef the divine diſpleaſure, and therefore you 
have no prophets among you, But when 
you ſhall be obedient to God, and when, in 
conſequence of it, he ſhall reſtore you to 
the poſſeſſion of our own country, divine 
communications will be again imparted to 
you, and by you to the reſt of the world, as 
we read in Iſaiah ch, ii. 2. And it ſhall 
* come to paſs, in the laſt days, that the 
„ mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſ- 
1 tabliſhed i in the top of the mountain, and 1 
6 ſhall be exalted above the hills, and all | 
= nations ſhall flow unto it, and many 
= people ſhall go, and ay. Come ye let us 5 
4 ' go up to the mountain of the Lord, to v6 
5 the houſe of the God, of Jacob, and 5 
4 will teach us. of his ways, and we will 
. walk i in his paths. For gut of Zion ſhall _ 
** go forth the law, and the word: of the 
&« Ford from ee And he ſhall 
dee among. the nations, and rebuke 
=” Cl many people; and they ſhall beat their 
FED . ſwords' into plough-ſharcs, and their 
: 8 TAO inte Pruning books. Nation ſhall. 
"- mar 


; * 5 p by 857 
1 ; ii 


0 ET es mag 
TA ae as — — — — 
* — 0 — ie Dn LA ee CY EIS 5. 
. a — — * 3 SY ne 1 a * * - r er ” — — * — = _ 
* 5 * _ v — eyes Coy — [1942 5 Dd, — = —_— — * — — — 
” : : * n — _- 2 2 
yo TY g x = on! 
OY 2 « _— ———— 
11 
—_—— EE - ; I 
* * d 
. — - - — — mn : » 
_ c l «= - — — P ALPS SE "O94 a a 

5 1 412 WN er” Nan * SSIS Ty. * "a. 9 8 * os, * . - - - W A* 99 — — ws AT on — — _ 

1 NN WT £5 9 q - ? - 48 * e 0 * A I N * * 7 5 — — r of — ny — 

4 y p * : 7 * 5 "yg + 5 Ln ed ht r * \ N - n - * __ * _ ——— — — — — * —— — 

; 9 . Ft 4 * * — \ q — 4 ” 9 e * £ ; N — 8 — 
7 0 : 4 — * — * - 
- ” * 7 U N * 
4 8 2 : b * — 


10 WY EE. 


4 not lift 85 ſueld n nation, neither | 
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LETTER Als 


07 / he Fir 41 Merſed and calamitous fot _ 
9 the few!/ nation. = . 


4 . 


Idee. ace in "the proſpect of | 


the glorious times announced! in the pro- 8 
phecy quoted in my laſt letter, times io | glo- = 


rious for you, and'fo happy for all the Ad: 5 
and I truſt that God i is now diſpoſing things . 


in the cbürſe of his providence, fo as to 


' haſten their approach. But atlure you fle Ives ; % 


8 that till ſome obſtäcle, now exiſting, be re · ä 


moved by yourſelves, thoſe tithes of hondur 5 
and proſperity to your nation cannot come. 
The promiſes of God are ſure. . He 18 * 
God of truth and without iniquity, Juſt | 
4 and right is he,“ Deut. xxxii. 4 mT 
55 Turely a as he ee to expel WY from 


r 
1 N. Sc. 
: . Rd 875 


10 THE JEWS. e 


the. land of, Canaan for your diſobedience, 
and has executed his threatnings in the moſt | 
dreadful manner, ſo ſurely will he fulfil his 
promiſe to reſtore you to it again when you 
teturn to your obedience. But this is the 
indiſpenſable condition of his favour... At- 
tend to the word of God by Moſes. 
Deut. xxx. 1, &c. And it ſhall come to 
« paſs, when all theſe things are come upon 
© thee, the! bleſſing and the curſe which I 
have ſet before thee, and thou ſhalt call 
t them to mind, among all the nations whi- 
ther the Lord thy God hath driven thee, | 
and ſhalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
: « and halt obey his voice, according to all 
| + that I commanded thee this day, thou and 
« thy children, with all thy heart; and with 
all thy ſoul, that then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and have compaſ- 5 
ion upon thee, and will return, and ga- 
ther thee from all the nations, whither the 
Lord thy God hath ſeattered thee. If any 
of thine be driven out unto the utmoſt 
- parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord 
5 ne oo gather thee, and from thence will 


he 


= 


_ — mn — > TY 5 — — — — — 
. * S * a — —— — a 
a A 2 — — — 4 2 


„ Ar 


1 eech thee. Add the Lord thy God wilt 


* bringithee unto the land which thy fathers 


-* poſſeſſed; and thou ſhalt poſſeſs it, and he 
will do thee good, and multiply thee above 
« thy-fathers. And the Lord thy God will 


+ circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of 
thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with 


* all-thine heart, and with all thy" ſs that 


« theu mapeſt lige); agent nbd © 


 Your-preſent. diſperſed and ee b. 
tuation is certainly a, proof that ydu are 24 
this very time under the divine diſpleaſute. 
0 his hand would not be ſo heavy _ 
upon you. Examine then impartially what 
3s the real, cauſe of i it, and make it your  buſi= 


neſs to,ramove it. The chief cauſe of God's . 


eee againſtſyau in former times, was 
your, falling into idolatry: of this you 


were effect ually cuted by the Baby loniſh 


captivity. . Bpt another cauſe was the ob⸗ 
ſtinacy and ingredulity with: which. your 
5288 were charged, when, t they | 
called 4 i if neched- and rebellious. gene- 
vation, diſobedient to the prophets, how 5 
Ge from i time to time ſent to them. 
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15 were ; 


I. 


ing given you by Chriſt, which at the ſame 
time ſhows” his pro phetic ſpirit, and the 
£ Hay: cauſe” of b preſent ſufferings. „N 


20 T H K JEWS. 13 


It is with reluctance that I bring theſe 
things to your remembrance, and only from 


2 principle of ſincere good - will to you. 


How many prophets of God were cruelly 
treated, and cut off, by your forefathers; as 
ö your ſeriptures teſtify ? But their deſcend⸗ 
änts repented of this, as we read in tlie 
| bb6ks of Ezra and Nehemiah, where you 
hape an excellent pattern of national hu- 
miliation for national ſins, and an account 
of the return NC God's favour in conſe- 


quence of it. ie e del bn e 
Bear with mie, J intreat you, if, on this 
eaſion, I remind you of a ſerious warn 


ed in your temple, a few days 


7s before his death, Matt. xxi. 23, & c. There 
as à certain houſholder, who planted a 
'_ *0yineyard; and hedged it round about, and 
A digged a+ win 
tower, and let it out to hu 
A went into a far country.” And when the 
„ Umé e Tal: ev 


3 Gun hog 


le- reſs in it, and built * 
At dmen, and 


w near, he ſent his 
WL * ſervants | 
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iI 
« ſervants to the huſbandmen, chat be. 


might receive the fruits of it. And the 
„ chuſbandmen took his ſervants, and beat 


*.one, and kille 
46 other. 5 Again, he ſent other Gena 


, more than the firſt, and they did unto 


«them likewiſe. But laſt of all he ſent 
unte them his ſon, ſaying, They will 
. *+, reverence my fon, But when the ſr 
| #* bandmen ſaw. the ſon, they ſgid_ampng 
« themſelves, This is the heir, come, let ug 


kill him, and let us ſeize on his inherit- 


ange, And they caught him, and caſt 

« him out of the vineyard, and flew-himy, 
« When the Lori 
yard comer, what will be do., unte thaſs 
7 hyſbandmes ?.. They (that. is, vert 
| Seribes and Phariſces, before whom: he de- 


. Jivered this remarkable, parable). . ſpy-unte - 


4% him, He will, miſerahly; deſtroy - thoſe 


t render him the #rvits - in their ſesſous.“ 


Son, eee Ber- e 


d another, and ſtoned an- 


therefore of, the = - ; 


* „ 
OI 


. . wicked men, apf will let aut his Mee- 
4. yard to other hyſbandmes, 0 e 
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taken from you, and given to a nation 
4 bringing forth the fruits thereof“ Has 
not this prophecy: been as n ful- 
filled as that of Moſes ?. 

- The continuance of 5 1 W e 
5 that the cauſe of the divine difpleaſure 
againſt you is not only ſomething wrong 
done by your anceſtors, but alſo. ſomething 


chat is approved, and perfiſted in, by your- 


ſelves: and it is not for immoralities of 

a common kind that God puniſbes you 

with fo much ſeverity. For other\nations 
| have been, i in theſe reſpects, as wicked as 

Fou; but no nation en ee as 1 
Have done. 


ks It i is in vaĩn to e e you are now w_ 


fering for all the fins of your anceſtors from 
He "ally" beginning of your nation, and even for 
dat of the golden calf. God expreſſiy ſays, 
E xod. xx. 5. that he viſiteth the iniquities 
© ef che fathers upon the children to'the:third 
5 . Fourth" generation only whereas many | 
rations: are paſſed ſince you have been 
y ere from the land of Canaan. 
uniſhec far all your fins ; 


1 bs, E T T E R S 


prior to the Babyloniſh captivity, by | that 
captivity. - Your: reſtoration to your couns 
try: is a proof of that; and God would not 
puniſh you again, and at the diſtance of ſo 
many ages, and with ſo much more n, | 
for the ſame offences. $607 


"0:2 


Conſider alſo, that a elptivity 4 ene 
years only, without any peeuliar baude 5 
during the continuance of it, were deemed 
a ſufficient, puniſhment. for all your offences 
committed before that period; whereas you 

have experienced unſpeakably greater cala- 

mities, and of much longer continuance; 
ſince the promulgation of chriſtianity, ba. 
the amount of all your ſufferings previous 

to it. Beſides, you have ſufficiently re- 
| pented of your ill uſage of all the preced- 
ing prophets; and nothing more is. requiſite 
to obtain the divine eee, and * 
| return of; his; favour. 

25 Be not, therefore, offended, a, Pi great | 

: fincerity, but with equal affectios | 

obſerve, that, according to appearances, 

there is no other cauſs.of God's diſpleaſi 
| NO? your heſides y i | 

141 4 Ty 


10 THE FE w $.\ 
| ſecution of the prophets of your own na- 
tion, Chriſt and the apoſtles, who were fent 
to you. in the firſt place, and who confined 
their inſtructions to your nation, till, being 
rejected by you, they were directed to e 
the goſpel to the Gentiles. This circu 
ſtance contributed to inflame the hatre ef 
your anceſtors againſt the preachers of the 
goſpel, and againſt. the goſpel. itſelf; and 
the fame ſpirit (ſo hoſtile to the goſpel, and 
to God, if he be the author of it, and whit” 
: muſt neceſſarily have excited his diſplea- 
ſure againſt you) has actuated your nation, 
in a greater or, leſs degree, in all ages, even 
to this day. But when, duly humbled and 
. InftruQed by your afflictions, vou ſhall be 
55 ſpoſed to hear, and attend to, the voice 
| of God "ſpeaking to/you by bis ſervants, ſo 
_ . that ſome of you, at leaſt, ſhall ſhew a better 
| diſpbſition towards chriſtianity (which does 
not at all interfere with your attachment to 
. the laws of Moſes) he may have mercy upon 


Fi 


Ipo; and your complete converſion may, 
4 perhaps, be reſerved till your return to the 
"oy : of Canaan.” For the ie or a righteous 
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fw, God may have compaſſ on on the many. 
But he only knows what his own "ſceret 
purpoſes are. Of this we may'be_ ſatisfied; 
that the Judge of all the earth will do 
, that which is right,” (Gen. xvii. 25.) 
and leaſt of all will he be unjuſt to the 
deſcendants of A. Lane at ee 
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Jefted of wo came t age ue, 
bringing the ſame teſtimonials of a divine 
. mifſſion that Moſes and the preceding pro- 
Phets had brought before them. For, tike 

them, they alſo did what no man ce ould ' 
have on, if God . beet with-chem. 
ö They | 
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They 3 All gte 
ning. they even raiſed - xhe;dead;.and. Chriſt 
_ himfelf roſe from the dead iter rho. had 


0 a 


. been, publicly crucified, . BETTE I 3-2; 
As a true prophet,, Chriſt. r ahh 


= "Jreaaful calamities-that befel your pation 
in hat generation, and with the ttueſt: Um- 


pathy he even ſhed tears on: the proſpect of 


them. Thus we read in one of our goſ- 
pPels, written before the deſtruction of Je- 
4 tuſalem by Titus, Luke xix. 41. And 
5 hen he Was come near, he: beheld: the 
=. city. and -wept auer it, -laying, Af thou 


NOW a, even, thou, at leaſt in this 
«thy ee the: khings which belong unto 


thy peace l. But nom they are hid frem 
Ke *+thine eyes. For the days ſhall come 

5 W ee hat thine enemies hall caſt 
Klartrench about athee, and :corapaſs thee 
5 n on; eyery4Gde, . 
| *and-(hall lay: Mee enen, with the: ground, 

15 * and * children within thee ; e 5 


<:xound, and beep Thee. 


74 „ 


= LET in R's 
TS 5 5 LE That Chriſt performed miracles your an- 
cceſtors, who faw them, did not deny; but 
| they weakly aſcribed ſome of the moſt re- 
markable of them to the aid of Beelzebub; 
and it has fince been ſaid by your writers, 
that he performed his miracles by means of 
ſome i ineffable name of eb which he ſtoke 
out of the temple. 8 
I will not aifront r wnderſtandiogs b 

kicks as to refute ſuch” pretences as theſe. 
If God could permit Chriſt to impoſe upon 
your nation, and the world, in this manner, 
he might have ſuffered Moſes to do the 
ſame, and there could be no guard againſt 
the groſſeſt impoſtures. Aſſure yourſelves, - 
therefore, that God, the God of your 
fathers, could never ſuffer your - nation . 
to be deceived in this manner. The 
powers of nature will never be controll- 

| ed but by- the God. of nature, and by per- : 
| oo ee 9 9 a 8 and eee 
=_ *"Thiok not * 1 with 1 to e lue e 
1 . for the divine miſſion of Moſes. ol 
1 
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| 8 as firm n it ag any of your- 
W . ſelves 
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— n 


. Gives © can do, The hiſtory of Moſes! as. 


or IE. 


moſt eſſentially different from the fabulous 


| Hiſtories ef Greece and Rome ; his hiſtory 5 
having 1 been written in the age in which he 
lived, and the hiſtory of your nation having 


en continued without interruption from 


= that time to what is univerſally allowed to 
be the time of certain hiſtory, and in ſuch a 


manner that the connexion gives the higheſt 
ct =o ibility to the whole. 5 


| Soch a hiſtory as yours could never have 


en received as true, in the age of Maſes 


itſelf, and in all following ages, if it had 


not been ſo. Your nation, which by its 


long continuance in Egypt had acquired a 


fondneſs for its ſuperſtitions, was exceed- 


ingly averſe to the laws and conſtitutions of 
| Moſes, and therefore would never have been 
brought to ſubmit to them, if they had not 
been perſuaded, by evidence in which they 
coculd not be deceived, TOO bor oh were 1 77 
1 e by God. 
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Mon of 
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The evidence for Me divine mi 


a Moſes was, I fay, of ſuch a nature, as chat 
. BF was e that 1 28 anceſtors ſhould 


C 3 have 
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| have been n impoſed upon with teſpect to iti 
The miracles were not things done im the 


preſence” of a few intereſted. witnefles,, but 


in that of both Egyptians: and Iſraelites: 
Your whole nation walked on dry land 

| through- the Red Sea, and through. the 
channel of the river Jordan, they all 


heard: the voice of God ſpeaking to them 
diſtinctly, (not a ſingle articulate. word, but 
all the Ten Commandments), from mount 


Sinai, and they were fed with manna from 


heaven forty, years. In things of this pubs 


as your hiſtory gives an account of. Where 


85 anti- 


lic nature no people could” 115 eee | 

| upon. tot bz 

= ae dee d voſlble. to e 
your anceſtors (who were not in other re- 
ſpects more knowing than the reſt of the 
world,, and who were inferior i in ſcienoe to 
the Egyptians and Babylonians) having " 
more perfect knowledge of God, anda purer 
| method of worſhip: than other nations had, 
but on the ſuppoſition of their having been 
favoured. with fach divim communications 


| *. een in * the periods of 


A 2 were font, 


{ 
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ins and i in the moſt poliſhed nations, 15 


chat: we find ſuch compoſitions as thoſe 
which are contained in your book of | 


; Pſalms ? It is in vain; that we look for ſuch 


ſentiments of reverence for the univerſal 


providence, and righteous government of 


one living and true God in any hymns com- 
poſed by writers of other nations. A' reli. 


gion ſo authenticated: as yours, is certainly 
| intitled to your moſt zealous attachment. 


But it is not ſufficient to obey one mef: 7 


ſGiger. of God only, and diſregard others, 5 
vho come with the ſame commiſſion. The 


reverence which your anceſtors had for 


| Moſes did not excuſe them when they re- 
jected Elijah, Jeremiah, and others whom 
[ Gu ſend. If. therefore, John the! Baptiſt 


anch Jeſus Chriſt, were actually ſent” to a 


; with a commiſſion. from God; if they and 


4 prophets,” your ; ad- 


0 bereces to Moſes! 2 the: other prophets 1 
wil not excuſe yo our rejection of them. For a 


n ar La 5 God, bg. 
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: Now, without any diſparagement to the 
. 8 for the divine miſſion of Moſes, 
that of Chriſt may be ſhewn to be even 
clearer and ſtronger, at leaſt to us at this 
day becauſe the hiſtory of his miracles is 
more within the limits of certain hiſtory. 
Are the books of Moſes genuine, the nat 
production of the age in which the events 
| recorded in them are ſaid to have taken 
place? So are our four goſpels, and the book 
of Acts. For they alſo may be. traced up to 
the time in which the events recorded in 
V. them happened, ſo that they could never 
have been received as they were, if i it had 
not been well known that * de 2 
contained in them were true. | 090; 
Were your forefathers ſo dil] paled that they . 
would nat have ſubmitted to the inſtitutions. / 
of Moſes, TOW, moſt. ſatisfaQory evi- 
dence, t Wi they were preſeribed to them 
3 God The apoſtles alſo, and thouſands: 
= of your countrymen, in the age of Chriſt, 
Were na leſs averſe to receive ſuqh doctrines 
as thoſe which he taught them. Would 
| BY 2 have received ſuch A perſon as Jeſus, a a 
ee 5 cruci- : 


e 5 - : * 
1 & is - a 5 
1 EF % So 4 5 Ke . 


if 


* 
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| Ade -malefactor, a dead man, for their 
Meſſiah; if the clear evidence of the miracles 
. wrought by him in his life time, and eſpe- 
cially that of his reſurrection from the dead, : 
had not compelled them to it ? They were no 
leſs attached to the opinion of the Mefliah 
being a great prince and 4 conqueror t than you 
are at this day. But being men of ingenu- 
ous minds, they not only: abandoned that fa- 


vourite doctrine, but every thing dear to 
them in the world, and even life itſelf, er 


5 che ſake of truth and a good conſcience.” 
If you examine the particulars of the 
e of Chriſt, you will find that, 
though none of them can be ſaid to Nie 
with ſome of thoſe recorded by Moſes in 
point of | 
wich reſpect to notoriety; and frequency, theß 
were abandantly ſufficient to ſhew, that 

4- be no trick or dollufion im the a 
TH vob; and moſt vf them were ſuch" as alſo 
mark ꝛhe great bene volence of his character. | 
He healed the ſick; and not one or two 
only, but, during a great part of his public 

0 . he want abou at 


len dour atv 


1 nagnitude; yet, that 


* 


Chealing' all © f 


& 
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d eſpecially; thoſs 
afithe:moſt obſtinet?- Kinds, which: ſeldom 
5 yield to any medical treatm it, and if ever | 
they be cured, only ia long: courſe. of time, 
ſuchi as palſies, leproſies, lunacies, and caſes 


ef; bliodnefs, ,, He, raiſed: no. leſs than three 


plans from the, dead, ang, twa,of them in 
the, preſence, of a great, npmben of, perſons, 
bis enemies. as well, as his, friends. 
A miracle mething.. ſimilar- to that, of " 
your- forefathers being, fed with manna, n. 
his feeling firſt five. thouſand, and af erwards 
| four . thouſand. men, beſides. Women and 
chilgrag, with, a Sell; quantity, of, provin. 
the, powers, of, naar hor could, them: is 
mare than bis ſti ft, or hig walk-, 
 ipgjon.the-ſea, in, which thera copld be na 


artifice. by which the ſpectatons could be . 


impoſed. upon? and though, aſter hig ber 
ſurrection, he did not appcar te all. cho 
people, he was repeatedly. ſeen and examined 
7, by. wig = of. thoſe who mere heſt ac 
95 L with, him, and at one time by 
a mp han, bus Baade aa at on 
„ At 


TO THE TEWS. Wm 
Au fut his diſoiples: had no expectation of 
ever: ſeeing, him again, and: therefore! could, 
not have been pre- diſpoſed / to believethe facts 
and afterwards they had. leiſure. ta oonνf e 
Vith him, and. examine him as particularly as 
they pleaſed.;. and in. the preſence of a great _ 
number. of them he aſcended into haven 
After this he appeared to one: of the moſt 
inveterate enemies of his religion, Saul of 
Tarſus, who, being thereby convinced of the 
truth of chriſtianity, became a zealous preach- 
er of it. Read! the hiſtury, and you muſt 
perceive that it bears, i alb reſpects, as evi- 
| tn marks of truth as that of Moſes: | 
The obſtinacy and ineredulity of . 
tion in general, in the time of, our Saviour 
and the apoſtles, may be ſatisfactorily ac - 
counted for on the principles of human na- 
ture, over which matives of intereſt, ambi- 
tion, and revenge, have often more influence 
than all other conſiderations. How: often 
did the great Abd of your nation n ä 
from their allegiance to God, notwithſtand= 
ing the clear and frequent proofs of his i in 
. terpoſition ?. ? Within a very few 5 4 s after 
the moſt xpreſs command, gi! 


1 


„% intra 
the mouth of God himſelf, in an aüflable 
voice from mount Sinai, forbidding them 
to make any graven image, they ee LY 
Ener, calf, and bowed down before it. 
ls it then any thing very extraordinary, 
that chagrined as your anceſtors were, dif- | 
appointed in the humble appearance of Jeſus, | 
and ſtung by his ſevere, though juſt re- 
proofs of their hypocriſy and other vices, 
they were ſo far from hearkening e 
that they apprehended him, and put him to 
death; and that they perſiſted in wreaking 
their vengeance: on his followers? It is but 
too natural for intereſted; ambitious, and irti- 
tatedimen, to act as they did. But that Jeſus, 
who was ſo unlike what was expected of the 
Meſſiah, ſhould have been received in that 
character by ſuch numbers of your country. 
men, cannot be accounted for but on the ſup- 
poſition that they had received the fulleſt 
ſatisfaction: that his claim was well founded. bo 
At is, indeed, hardly poſſible to account . 
fort the very pretenfions of Jeſus himſelf. on 
any principles but che fulleſt conviction in 
his mind, that God ſent hin. „„ 
rr of virtue and i integrity if over there was 
one, 
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one, wand, as appears by his -whole hiſtory, | 


he was no wild enthuſiaſt, but of a very 
cool and temperate mind. Being a Jew, as 
well as yourſelves, he would naturally have 
the ſame notion of the Meſſiah that other 
Jews of his age had, and which you retain 
to this day. What then could have given 
him an idea of a ſpirſtual, inſtead of a tem- 
bora! kingdom? And what could have ſup- 
ported him under the terror of a violent 
death, to which he voluntarily ſurrendered 


himſelf, and which in his cooleſt moments 
he frequently expreſſed his deliberate inten- 
tion of doing, in full confidence of being 
ſoon raiſed to life again, but the firmeſt 
art that God was with him, and 55 
| would ry n ge his arduous un- c 


anne 55 


Had Jeſus a an bats like 5 


by whom you have been impoſed upon 


| 3 he would certainly have availed him- 
ſelf of the popular prejudices, inſtead of op- 
pofing them. He would have courted the 


leading men of his ee _— not t have-i ir- 
"0" n h 
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PEP 
have iſecured/a ſuſſioient number. of parti- Y 
vans among the common people. He would 
naturally have aſſumed thertitle and rank of 
u Hung, in order to gain followers; and hav- 
ing no expectation of a ſpirituab kingdom, 

or ef any reward in anotherilife, he would 
never have been ſo fooliſh, of ſo. mad, . asito - 
have lſubmitted ita die, When it Was in his 
| Power to make his eſcape. For when thoſe 
_ whowere ſent to apprehend hirn: u rere ſtruck 
with awe; andfell-backward-to the- eee 
: ehr aviii. 6 he — them, 
 woluntaifly Went wir them, 
_ ät aus- weptiin identbetie Bay gee. 
Had the Aichi ee oft a ov 
khifter«theideavh/ of Chriſt (as the object of 
it muſt have been their on emolument or 
honour) they certainly made a yery:unne- 
vorab chüuice of a haad- t » whom all thejtho- 
mour was giten, a man; whoſe eee 5 
eee e eee ee expired -with 
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as we find they did, about ptecedency vrhile 
their maſter was living, ſhould live in the 
moſt perfect harmony, and jointly carty on the 
ſame ſcheme, after his death; with no bond of 
truth and integrity to keep them together? 
_-- Confider- then, I beſeech you. the hiſtory 
of Chriſt, which is as authentic as that of 
Moſes, or that of any of your prophets, 
The tranſactions of it, and of the period 
which followed it, were not things done in 
"Gs corner i(A&s-axvi. 26.) And conſider 
whether, as men of reaſon and underſtands = 
: Ing you can account for. the reception of 
. eee pert of the world, 
i peeially by fo many of your countey · | 
T E men, and for its continuing ca gain; ground 
anche ablith itſelf, n. ſtanding: the: moſt 
Viole nt oppoſition, Het ae :the heads 
_ "fe youri-tation, and all the other priwers of 
che world, on any other ſuppoſition than 
chat of ite having come fm Bud. t am 
J eſus Chriſt was not ſuch a manu 4 
homet, whoipretended to no miraoltꝭ befides 
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to write) wan propagated his gan 
by the ſword. Chriſt and the apoſtles 225 
pealed to miracles of the moſt public na- 
ture, and had no means of propagating their 
— but the evidence of its truth; 1 
I have carefully peruſed the moſt celebrat- 
ed of your writers againſt chriſtianity, ahd 1 
do not find in any of them a due examination 
of the hiſtorical evidence for it. They have 
contented themſelves with ſaying, in gene- 
ral, that chriſtianity was received by © very 
few of your countrymen, and thoſe the lo- 
eſt of the people; and ener Hoo 
Gentiles, the profeſſors of it ere not nus 
merous before it was e ſhed by 
e of Conſtantine- 1 0 
Nou a flight re with hiſtory 
aid convince you that this was far from 
being the truth of the caſe. The hiſtory of 
the book of Act (the authority of which 
was never diſputed, any more than that of 
= backe of og homes: that there were 
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conſiderable rank. And, according to other, 


the moſt authentic, accounts, there appears | 


tians (generally called Ebjonitet) refiding 


chicſly- in Syria, whither they had retired 
upon the approach of the Jewiſh war; and 


there were ſeveral conſiderable writers among 
them. Of thefe 1 ſhall only mention He- 


geſippus, who wrote the hiſtory of the 
chriſtian church, in continuation of the 
book of Acts; and Symmachus, who, beſides 
| reanſlating the Old Teſtament into Greek, 
wrote a Commentary on the jpg: of Mat- 
thew, in 930 he undertook to refute the 


ſtory of the miratulous conception. They 


| were alſo learned Jewiſh chriſtians of whom 
8 Jerom learned the Hebrew tongue, 


As to the chriſtian Gentiles, it is well 


known that they were exceedingly 1 nume - 
rous in all parts of the Roman empire; that 
they did not in general conſiſt of the loweſt | 
of the people, but had among them many 
| perſons of wealth, rank, and character, and 
that they endured ſeveral ſevere perſecutions | 
| before the time of Corſtintiae,. Belides,” 
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| how could this emperor, in a period- which i 
was full of civil diſſenſion, and who, hav- 
ing had many competitors to contend 
with, muſt have had many more to fear, 


have ſafely changed the public religion 
of the Roman empire, if the minds of 


the people had not been well prepared for 


it, by their general profes or goed: * 
nion, of chriſtianity? e OR 
.Now what we maintain is, that this: Nate 
of things (which, no. perſon acquainted with 
hiſtory can deny) could not have taken place 


| without ſuch evidence of the miracles and 


reſurrection of Chriſt, as it Was not in the 
power of thoſe who had the en 


: nity of 1 inquiring into it, to reſiſt. 


_y — OY 


In order to form A right judgme 


reſpect to thoſe facts on which the truth of 
chriſtianity depends, permit me to obſerve, 


that yo muſt not (as too many, of vou, I 


; petceive. do) confine. yourſelves to the read- 
ing of books written, by your countrymen, 


but give due attention to Greek and Roman 


i literature; 3 by which only you. can form a a 
. Re, idea of the ate of ings 1 the times 


in 
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in which chriſtianity was promulgated. It 


is well known that there are no Hebrew 
_ writings of that period now extant; But 


other nations have had writers, and hiſtori- 
ans, às well as yours; and they are intitled 


to ieee in proportion to the marks of good 


information; and of veracity which they 


bear. Read then with attention the writ- 


3 


ings of the age in which chriſtianity was 
promulgated, and any otliers that are able to 
throw light upon it, and confider who they 


were that rereived chriſtianity, and who | 


they were that reected it. This, I am per- 
funded, will ſatisfy you, that the work 


| was of God, and therefore that it Was 
by in vain that the rulers of your nation, d 
| "Os mar ere it. OY THAR TIT INE. 
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have been wrought by Chriſt and his 

8 be could not be your, Mefiab, 
Tm he did not bear the proper charac- 


ters of the Meſſiah, as they are laid down 
in the prophets. But I earneſtly beg that 
vou would re · conſider thoſe prophecies, and 
what is really ſaid of the perſon, who is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the title of che Meſſiah, or 
the anointed meſſenger of God. That 

| particular title is not uſed. (except by Iſaiah, 
who gives it to Cyrus) by any of your 
5 prophets before Daniel, who applies it to a 
perſon who was to be cut of, and who afligns 
nx term for that event, which muſt have been 
__ elapſed many centuries ago (Dan. ix. 24.) 
For. ſeventy weeks (or a period conſiſting of as 
many years as ſeventy weeks con tain days) 
* t be command 4% rebuild Feruſa lem, 

| | WD 1 


loniſh captivity, or 
the temple by Nebael 
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which was then in ruins, muſt, on? any 
computation, TE wont Rho: has: time 


of Chrift. 


Your Rabbi viel in his PFs trea=: 


- tiſe intitled the Bulwark of the' Faith, ſays, 
that the ſeventy weeks of Daniel are a 


period of four hundred and ninety years, ta 


be reckoned from the word of God to 1 


miah! concerning the return from the Baby- 
or from the deſtruction of 
p, to its de | 

Y He alu 


Rruction by Titus (Section 42 


ys that Mefiab, the prince, in the formes 
Pert of the prophecy means Cytus, ho is 


called the Mefſiah; or thr anointed; by Ifaiahy 


au chat by the Meffah whois to be 
in the latter part of the prophee) 


_ thilaſt/king-of the Jews; ov-Agrippa the 


younger, who is ſaid by a ſpurious Joſtphus 
(whois never quoted by any writer before 
the twelfth century) to have been killed by 
W before the taking of the gity. 8 
But, to mention no more objections to tis 


b eve from the deſtruction of the 


ar 9 | : 
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miah. But it is not at all neceſſary to new 
ho ill this e yo rn to 8 nus 


; The miſtake a eee 
Sod has ſuffored von tol fall into, has ariſen 
TY from your not having diſtinguiſhed between 

this ſuffering Meſſiah, andi that prince-of the 
| bouſe of David, under h)m you ſare to en 
joy the great proſperity that is promiſed to 


glory that yourex 
PR Z 
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was a period of more than ſix hundred and 
fifty years, and king Agrippa was not cut off 


at all, but probably ended his days peaceably | 
at Rome; as may be collected from the beſt 


aecbunts of him. Beſides, the Meſſiah men- 


tioned in the two parts of the ſame prophecy, 

o doubt; the ſame perſon, whoever. he 
3 was: 3 and if this be not your proper Meſſiah, = 
where do.you find him announced _ by 
name, in any prophecy. whatever? ed . 
On the other hand, Orobio,' in his diſpus | 
tation with Limborch, maintained that the 
Miceſſiah of Daniel was the firſt high prieſt, 


viho lived. together with, and after Nehe- 


of the prophecy; c:q 12 1s 1h 99h | ads 


you in the latter days. Albithe temporal 
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eck will certainly be your 
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lineal 
you cannot be reconciled to the idea of Jeſus 
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lot; U the Meſſiah that you look for will 


come. For it is not the name, but the cba 
rafter that is to be regarded. Your future 


| glory is diſtinctly foretold by many of the 
ou ee It is even the great burden of 


prophecy from Abraham to Zechariah, 'But 
it muſt come in its proper time. And 


while you e continue obſtinately to reſiſt God, 
8 in rejecting thoſe whom he ſent unto. you, 
and cheriſh a temper of mind fo utterly un- 


thy of the high rank that is deſtined for 
you, I do not ſee how it can be conſiſtent 


| with the prophecies that you ſhould be in 
any other ſtatę than that Tue e one 
in Which you how are. 


You etpect that 566. Meſiah will by” 
deſtended from David, and therefore 


being that Meſſiah, becauſe chriſtians wy 


that he had no human father; ſo that c- 
cording to your rules of genealogy, he could 


not be ſaid to be the ſonof David. But it is 
no where ſaid that the perſon who is cha- 
racterized by the title of Meſſiab, ſhould be 
feſcended from David, but 8 that prince 
— 1 D 4 Be | under 
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any thing that is not neceſſarily connected 
with ſuch events, and therefore i is not. ſap- 
ported by their evidence, we ſhould, think 


mann 
under whom you are . — 


proſperitʒ. 
However, the hiQory a4 the 8 | 


conception, of Jeſus does: not appear to me 
to be ſufficiently authenticated. The evi. 
dence of it is by no means the ſame with 
that of his public life, his miracles, his 
death, and reſurrection, which are all that | 
the truth of chriſtianity requires. (and of 
which there were many witneſſes) and the 
| ure goſpel of Matthew, wenden «by your | 


men, did not contain it. 5 
\ Tour ſacred books, as well as ours, belag ; 


written. by men, neither of them can be ex- 


pected to be entirely free from miſtakes, 


- or, exempt from interpolations. Yours, as | 
you muſt acknowledge, have, in. a courſe of 


time, ſuffered. in theſe reſpects. But it is 


| ſufficient for us both, that the great events, 


on which every thing that is of importance 
to our religion depends, are true. As to 


e at ates 40, . or 
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according to its. ſeparate evidence. Myſelf, 


and many other chriſtians, are no believers 
in the miraculous conception of Jeſus, but 


are of opinion that he was the legitimate 
ſon of Joſeph, who was of the family of 
; David; and ſuch ſeems to have been the 
opinion of the great body of Jewiſh chrif- 
tians, vrho had more opportunity of inform 
ing themſelves concerning the fact than 
the gentiles had. But we are not leſs firm, 
believers 3 in all the public tranſactlons of the 
life of Jeſus, in his miracles, his death, and 
his reſurrection; and conſequently, i in his 
divine miſſion. With reſpect to his ſup- 
poſed miraculous conception, and other ar- 
5 ticles . chriſtianity, | but not eſſen- 


I E do you ex mine and judge for 
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1 * dee Objervations, and Conels for, | 


5 Vo vill perhaps ſay, that chriſtiabs 
3 are 9 much divided ; among, themſelves, 

| that you do not know which denomination 

is of them vou can join. But the fame Fay, IS 


1 


are Aitereot ſects pA you, TIT you gifs 
7. fer i in the interpretation of your ſcriptures | 
as we do i. in that of ours. But as you ac. 
Knowledge him to be a believer i in the re- 
ligion of Moſes, who admits his divine mif- 
| fion, ſo nothing is requiſite to denominate 
any perſon a chriſtian, but his believing in 
the divine miſſion of Chriſt. There is no 
occaſion for you Jews to connect yourſelves 2 
with any claſs of (chriſtians. On the con- 
trary, fince you are till to he diſtinguiſhed 
| as Jews, no leſs. than as chriftians, it will 
be more enen or you to form a ſepa= | 
z et 0 
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rate church, and to keep your ſabbath as 
you no- do. There are ſome chriſtians 
who. , obſerve the ſeventh: day as well as 
yaurſelves, and we conſider this circum< 
ſtance as _ no W erh in __ TRI 
church. E r Tal 117 
At has pleased 8 „ . | 
wiſe ends, no doubt, to permit both yu, 
religion and ours to be groſsly corrupted.” 
Many things have been added to your Law 
entirely foreign to it; and this has alſo been 
tlie caſe with chriſtianity. To the ſimple 
doctrine of the goſpel have been added ſuch 
n (boreqmed: from heathen Philoſo- | 
phy) as are utterly diſcordant With its:ge-: 
nuine are ee eſpecially that of the divi⸗ 
nity of Cbriſt; though the New Teſtament 
no more repreſents him as a God, than the: 
Old Teſtament does Moſeg. But, as I have; 
ſaid, there are many chriſtians ho hold ther £ 
ine. and. chat of the nen 5 much 
\ abhorrence as yon can doo. 
V all means read the New Teftawend 45 . 
ourſelves, and examine it with impartiality, 
ben will de beſt \uncer®iood-by. means aß un 
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connexion with the Old, as it conſiſts of 
books written by your countrymen, to 
whom: your ſcriptures, and the language in 
which they are written, were familiar; ſo 
that the phraſcology is very much the ſame 
in both. You will find the hiſtorical books, 
which are thoſe of the greateſt importance, 
2 with the ſame ſimplicity with thoſe- 
- of the Old Teſtament, by men of the great-: | 
eſt integrity and piety, who, like your ſacred! 
writers, do not conceal. their own faults or 
_ thoſe. of their friends; and very far will! 
— be from perceiving in them any marks 
of artifice, or a deſign to impoſe upon their 
readers, if it had been i in their en iht 5 
it widently was nao. 
An impartial gel ef theſe debe . 8. 
an allowance for ſuch overſights as are inci- 
dent to all writers, thoſe of your ſoriptures 
not excepted, cannot but give you a favour- 
le impreſſion of the characters of Chrift 
and. the apoſtles, . and diſpoſe von to give 
more attention to the evidence of their miſ- 


ion from God. By . nd; as be. 


oon e 


and religions endeayour- 2 
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io diveſt, yourſelves of that extreme abhör- 
rence with which you have generally regard- 
ed our religion, under the influence of which 
it will be impoſſible for you to form auy 
right judgment. Such an extreme preju- 
dice as many of you have ſhown'to the very | 
name of cbriſtianity muſt incapacitate any 
perſon for Judging: e eee, _ 


2 ſubject whatever. — 
It is your belief, no less than it is whe, 


that God brings good out of all evil, and 
chat he only permits the evil for the fake 
of the good that is connected with it. 
Even the general unbelief of your Ration, 
which is ſo much to be "lamented in forme 
_ -reſpefts, has had its uſe with regard to the 
- eredibility of the goſpel hiſtory. Had the 
great body of your nation, and eſpecially” the 


tulers of it, in the time of Chriſt, or that 


of his apoſtles, embraced chriſtianity} as it 
was a religion which ſprung up among 
yourſelves, it would Have been faid, at this 

day, that it was A contrivince of thöſe who 
| Had it in their power to impoſe” bpon the 


" NIE people, and to make chem believe 


„ 71 what- 1 
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whatever * mee and pe ſerip= 
-tares;' hic bear teſtimony to Chriſt, had 
been altered to favour the impoſ T8. 


to chriſtianity; and which has continued to 
the preſent day, will for ever put it out of 
the power of unbelievers to ſay, that it was 
a ſcheme which the founders of it carrier 
on in concert with any human powers. 
The work. was not of man, but of God. At 
vas founded on truth, and the gates of death 
1 againſt it. Matz. Xvi, 18% 
Bat if your temporary unbelief as 
fwered: ſo valuable a purpoſe, a much 


2 and a more happy one may be ex- 


pected from your converſion to 0e riſtianity, at 
__the preſent, or ſome future time; when with 
that will be connected your reſtoration to 


- the divine tour: your eee in Wer | 
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rous Hides in * ieh is ee if oat 
for you... T his will be ſuch a fulfilment « of 
a long train of. prophecy, now: exiſting, in 

I eee. books and ae 3 


5 ; | there- | 


- Whereas the violent oppoſition! which your 
nation in general, and the rulers of it, made 


8 


the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob is 
the end of time. 


22 


Even the corruption af e pa 
| bo degree of unbelief in it which has been 
the conſequence of that corruption, will 


likewiſe appear. WC cannot doubt, to have 


had its uſe, ;viz. to make, us examine our 
principles, in order to. diſtinguiſh what is 
true from what | is. falſe. : By this means we 
ſhall þe better. acquainted with. the real na- 
ture and value of chriſtianity, and yield A. 


better grounded, and more unwaveri: 


aſſent to it, than we could have done if we 
had only received it from our anceſtors, 
| without any. examination of our oWwũ n. It 
is a knowledge of the oppoſition that has 
been made to any ſyſtem, and of the power 
of truth in overcoming that oppoſition, that 
can alone * a frm hires to our 
1 T e 
We therefore owe N _obpption. to 


Four nation for upbraiding us, as you have 
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" htrafiors!: can never be ſaid to have been 
made after the event, as muſt filence all in- 
credulity, and eſtabliſh the pure worſhip of 
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never . 


never ceaſed to 4. with peying divine he. 
' nours to Jeſus Chriſt, and making a trinity 
in the divine G ee and Se 
with being idolaters. FE 
It has been one A means of making 
the more inquiſitive among us to conſider 
whether the heinous charge was a juſt one; 
and the conſequence has been, that we 
have found it to be. ſo. You had reaſon on 
your fide, and we yield to it. With the 
fame candour, do you alſo examine whether 
we have not, in other reſpects, reaſon on 
our ſide alſo, and ſubmit to that, not to 
, Who are only the means in the band of 5 
e of holding it out to yo. 
I you will examibe impartially what 
5 chriſtianity really is, a and not what it has 
| Been fepreſented to be, you will find in it 
1 erg Fa which your minds ought to ret 
Volt. It is perfeckly conſiſtent with all the 
real you now have for the law of Moſes, 
though 1 it is hoſtile to the additions which 
| the Scribes and Phariſces among you have 
rs an, and which * tio” zerſot, e 
0 "0 PRA 44A ll 01 el A dne 


7 


$I F< 


T0 THE JEWS. L 


on authorized by God for th purpoſe, hd 
any, right. to make. 


Chriſtianity inculcates as Fully. as 1 ; 
himſelf, the doctrine of the divine unity, 


5 and, aſſerts with peculiar clearneſs and ener- 


By | that fundamental article of all. practical 
religion, the reyelation of a future life, rec 


_tifyipng ſome miſtakes into which your an- 
ho eſtors ſeem to baye fallen with reſpect to 
it. But, - whether you be offended or not, 
chtiſtianity opens the gates. of ee to M 


30 Gentile world. 5 


This doctrine, however, is by no means 
-ncandibens- with any thing contained in 
Four ſoriptures, but, on the contrexys ig 


really implied in them. For there we read 


that Bacch, Noah, Job, and mon others, . 

enjoyed the favonr of God (and they will 

ns doubt be happy in a future ate) though 
they lived befote ili publiention of the l 


of Moſes, or even the appointtnent of cir- 


0 2 py is. r therefore, that 


e ane aa wich Gade, Nays - 
HO: . a * 


LETTERS 
wourite of God before he was eireuiciſed; 
and neither he, nor Iſaac, nor Jacobi were 
acquainted with the peeiiliar laws of Moſes. 
Why then ſhould [yo think it "inconfiſtent 
with any ma: id 10 the pdvernivenit of God, 


fincerely' pious an virtuous Bap Fele 

"Your peculiar *, ritual” cannot, from: che 
mature of it, be obſerved by all marikind. - 
It is only adapted to a\country of.: dll ex- 

ent, but fulficient, and properly ſituated, to 
de the head of all countries, and where 
our nation will reign 4s Linge and'Priefts 
into God, receiving th&homape:of all :other 
nations; and preſefiting offerings to God on 
their behalf! If a ſituation lie this does 
not gratify your higheſt ambition, you Zen 


. Courage an, ambition of every prepoſter= 


eus and improper! kind, ineonſiſtent with 
9 5 the happineſs! of all other nationb and; in: 
deed ie ih that of your Wu But can yo 


by really think hat Gd made all the Gentiie 
mutions tonbe your ſlaves and vaſſals, and did 


not rather intendthat your preheminence 
mould hade 93 — 
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| providence,” the depp of 518 whole: 


world? a % 18 
-The hank though! the; ory 8 | 
member of the body, is calculated to be 


| ſubſervient to the whole ſyſtem. The fa- 

mily af Aaron ſupplies vou with prieſts, but 

i for the uſe of f all the twelve tribes; 
and the. family of David gives: you kings, 


but for the happineſs of the nation at 


i e In like manger, your whole nation 


is 0 be the head c of all the nations of the: 


exeth, in order to. its being the medium of 


communicating. happineſs. to all mankind, 


who are equally the offspring of God, and 
the care of his providence, with yourſe]ves:.: 

Let then this great, this rational, and: 

deſirable preheminence content you, and 
let all idea of oppoſition and difference of 
intereſt ceaſe. | We will receive and honour 


you as our elder brethren, in the great fami- 


ly of God. Apknowojgs: us as Rowe Youngs 


er brethren. 


Tour natibn is the aut objeck — 


.. which our eyes are directed. From the call 
of nen have been che chief inſtru- 
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ment in the hands of God of iutruekbg 
mankind in the great truths of religion. 

Your: ſufferings have had the fame object 
with your profperity 3 and having now, 6 
hope, fearly anſwered their end, may the God 
of heaven, the God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob, the God whom we chriſtians äs well 
as you Jews worſhip {and whom we have 
Learned of you to worſhip) be gracioufly 
pleaſed to put an end to them, gather you' | 
from among all nations, as he has promiſed, 
ra- ſettle you in your own countty, tlie land 
of Canaan, and, undef princes of the family 
of David, make you the moſt MIuſtrious, 
+ 8 by ure no the moſt N of all 5 
nations of the earth: e | 


= Ut 


Wich my. moſt caroeſt ey for me 
1 temporal and ſpiritual, I OP 
loans in the worſhip © 

"Or the one only true God, 
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10 * HE JEWS; 2 1 33 
.S. 10 am far from flattering myſelf that the 
little which 1 have now advanced — 


itſelf, make any of ydu converts to Is 
anity. My utmoſt hope is, that it abuts. 


the means of drawing your attention to the 


| Ayes aud eſpecially to the ſtudy of your, 


you may judge for yourſelyes whether there 


and ours in conjunction; that 


be teaſon in what I have advanced, or not. 


Your converſion; muſt be the reſult of your 


own diligent ſtudy, and impartial inquiry, 


with the bleſſing of God. In order tao 
contribute the little that may be in my 


power to ſo defirable an event, I ſhall be 


very happy to hear what any of your learned 
men may odzect to my ſtate of the evidences, 


of chriſtianity i in this ſmall tract; and I do 


aſſure you that I will conſider your objece. 
tions with the greateſt attention. Let us. 
then freely eonfer and reaſon together on 
the ſubject, and if we ſhould: nat nticely. 
_ convince one another, we ſhall at leaſt have 


an opportunity RT _— 50 


good Will. : . , 
Fou will pleaſe to ks 3 ation. 


: that. my chin . (beſides ſhoving that 


| the 
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the proper characters of the perſon who is 
diſtinguiſhed in your prophecies hy the title 
of Mefiab apply to Jeſus Chriſt, and to no 
other) is to convince you that the proper, 
that is the þ:torical evidence for the miracles. 
| of Chriſt is of the very ſame: kind with that 
to which you muſt have recourſe, in order 
to prove the truth of thoſe of Moſes, aud, 
upon the whole, more ſtrong: and ſatisfac- 
tory. If therefore, it be in your power ta 
perſuade a heathen, that God really ſpake to 
your anceſtors by Moſes; by the force of 
exactly ſimilar arguments you ought to ac- 
knowledge that the ſame great Being ſpake 
by Chriſt and the apoſtles; and on whatever 
principles you reject the evidence of chriſ- 
tian miracles, any perſon will be juſtified. 


in rejecting thoſe on 10 the truth of Pe 


_ own religion reſts. 4 
| Diligently, then, compare ths biſtorical 
evidence of the two religions. Both, yau 
will find, are, in reality, but one. They, 
rte perfectly conſiſtent with, nay they im- 
| ply, each other, and muſt ſtand of e dee 
8 es: OY | fcb 7255 
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£ itory and 1 ana of Ws as, 
original Experiments, illulkrated with Copper- 
plates, a Edition, corrected and enlarged, td. n. 16. Ang 
Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 128. ; | 


3. The Hiſtory and Preſent State' of Diſcovejies Ahlen to 
Vision, LI chr, and CoLovks, 2 vols. 4to, illuſtrated EG 4 
great Number of Copper-pintes; 1}, 118. 6d. in boards. 


4. A Familiar Introduction to the Theory and n of 


PERSPECTIVE, with Copper-plates, 2d Edition, 58. in boards. 


FR . Experiments ad Obſervations on- different Kinds of Ain, 


with Copper-plates, zd Edition, 3 vols. 188. in boards. 4 
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A Experiments and Obſervations relating to various Branches 


p of Natural PHiLos0PHY, with a Continuation of the. Fayre; 


ments on AIR, 3 vols. 185. in boards. 1 
7. A New Cuaxr of HisTozr,, coitatuin Av of the 


| principal Revolutions of Empire that have taken Place in; the 


World ; with à Book deſcribing it, contaiuing an Epitome of 
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